


ENGAL is rich in its traditions of classical and 
devotional music, folk dances and folk songs. 
Itwas my privilege to listen to the music 

and Witness folk dances and dramatic performances 
during my tour early this summer. It was most 
enlightening and educative to meet eminent per- 
sonalities in the field of drama, music, dance and films 
and their number is very large in Calcutta. To 
mention a few I met Shri Sisir Bhaduri, Shri Ahindra 
Choudhuri, Shri Naresh Mitter, Shri Jahar Ganguli, 
Smt. Sadhona Bose, Smt. Kanan Devi, Shri Madhu 
Bose,» Shri Pahari Sanyal, Shri Pankaj Kumar 
Mallick, Smt. Radha Rani Debi, Smt. Shobha Sen, 
Shri Mani Bardhan and others. 


I visited a number of institutions connected with 
music, dance and drama. I visited also film studios 
and saw Directors, Artistes and Technicians at work. 


Gitabitari was one of the prominent music insti- 
tutions I visited. Sangeet Bharati is a recognised 
institution under the management of Gitabitan, 
which was started on January 2, 1943 with the late 
Shri Girjashankar Chakravarty, the renowned ex- 
ponent of classical music as its founder Principal, 
The management also runs a school of Rabindra 
Sangect, dance and instrumental music: 


I spent a whole afternoon at the Bratachari 
Gram, off Behala, and saw the admirable work bein; 
done by the institution in the field of education ani 
social service as well as preservation of various folk 
dances. All the people whom I met were extremely 
courteous and. kind and were kcen to know about 
the activities of the Akadami. 


It was very educative to spend sometime with Shri 
Sisir Babu. He said, ‘‘The urge for the theatre is tre-. 
mendous but it needs reorientation. Our objective 
must be not only to produce good plays which we 
can, but persistently show these plays till the people 
can discriminate and appreciate good plays. The 
need for a modern stage cannot be minimised but this 
should be no excuse for our giving up of old forms. 
Our Jatras are till this day performed in the open. 
But that does not make them less effective”. 


Another important personality whom I.met was 

Shri Naresh Mitter. He not only invited me to see 

| the Studio where shooting was in progress, but was 

ind enough to show me one of his productions in 

i—Tagore’s ‘Bau Thakurer Hat.’ I also 

met the famous film star Smt. Shobha Sen, who 

arranged for me a special show of the International 
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Prize-Winner film ‘ Babla’ in which she had played 
the title role. 

I was able to see a performance of the popular 
stage play—Shyamoli—which was a great delight. 
The acting was superb and the team work excellent. 


JATRA AT CHANDITALA 


By the courtesy of Shri Sachin Sen Gupta, my 
guide in Calcutta, it was possible for me to witness a 
Jatra performance at Chanditala, a village in Howrah 
District. I had heard a lot about the Jatra but never 
had occasion to witness it before. When we left 
Calcutta Sachin Babu was under the impression that 
our visit would be a short one and after witnessing 
an act or so we would return. But we sat through the 
whole performance which continued till day 


break: 


The journey was quite tedious but gave me a 
glimpse of the fascinating countryside of Bengal. 
When we reached Chanditala at 10 p.m. we found 
a crowd of over 3,000 people, men, women and 
childen eagerly waiting for the performanc to begin, 
There was no stage, instead an arena was fenced off 
around which the audience was scated. Actors were 
all men. Their entry and exit was right through the 
audience and’ yet seemed quite natural. No body 
paid any attention to an actor standing right in the 
midst of the audience while he waited for his entry 
into the enclosure forming the stage. Therewere no 
curtains or side wings. 


I was told that the audience should have been 
more that 5,000, but being a ticketed show the 
number was restricted. However, for me it was a 
unique experience. There was pin drop silence with 
a_ crowd of 3,000. The story of the Jatra was the life 
of Ramprasad—a great musician and devotee of 
Kali, whose compositions are known as Ramprasadi 
Sangeet. 


It will, perhaps, sound strange, but the music was 
the traditional classical in Ragas such as Malkosh 
Bihag, Darbari-Kanara etc. The voice of the actors 
and singers had a rich tonal quality. There was no 
microphone and yet songs were audible to the people 
sitting in the last row. Having witnessed the 
wonderful appeal of this Jatra, I am confirmed in my 
belief that if classical music has the aesthetic and 
emotional appeal it will sink deep into the people, 
and if classical music is to survive it has to revive 
this quality. It must reach the people in its most 


beautiful form, and not in the abstract technical 
form. Technique should only be a means to 
create an effective end and not the end itself. 


The Jatra is fast dying and positive steps should be 
taken to preserve it and save it from extinction. 


Bengal has been the store-house of Kirtans. 1 
had the opportunity of attending Pala Kirtans which 
were absorbing. Through the kindness of Shri 
Govinda Gopal Mitra Thakur I was able to make 
recordings of Kirtans of Maynadal. This too 
needs attention and encouragement. 


I spent a day at Shantiniketan and through 
the kindness of the Registrar Shri N.K. Sen I was 
able to see various departments. Our host Shri 
Ghosh, manager of Ratan Kutir is an unforgetable 
personality. Shri Shantidev Ghosh was extremely 
kind and spent a whole day with me and at night 
arranged a Santhal folk dance in a nearby village. 


Maharaj Kumar Birendra Kishore Roy Choudhury 
called a meeting of prominent personalities including 
artistes and critics to afford me the opportunity of 
explaining the objectives of the Akadami and find 
out the possibilities of the formation of a Regional 
Academy in Bengal. The people present were very 
enthusiastic and a steering committee was formed. 
But perhaps, the time for such an Academy is not 
yet ripe. 


I took the opportunity to meet Dr. B. C. Roy, 
the Chief Minister of Bengal and discuss the possivi- 
lities ofa regional Academy. ‘Dr. Roy assured me that 
Bengal will havé an Academy in the near future but 
what form it would take is a matter under consi- 
deration. 








When I left Calcutta to complete my tour pro- 
gramme of Bombay I carried with me the sweet 
memory of the kindness and courtesy with which I 
was received by various people and institutions. 


